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The Problem:

Nebraska’s waters are being severely impacted 
by an increasing number of invasive species.

Resulting in:

Ecological damage

Economic hardship



What is an 
‘Aquatic Nuisance Species’?



“...non-native species that threaten the diversity 
or abundance of native species or the 
ecological stability of infested waters, or 
commercial, agricultural, aquacultural or 
recreational activities dependent on such 
waters”. 

-ANS Task Force



Examples

Zebra/Quagga Mussel

ANS Task Force

Treatment is incredibly expensive
•$5 billion/year in the US
•$500 million/year Great Lakes Power and 
Water
•$1.2 million/year WI Electric Power Company

(Center for Invasive Species Research )



Examples
Asian Carp

dnr.wi.gov

•Competes with native species

• Reduces water quality

• Causes personal injury

•Threatens the $7 billion fish                        
industry in the Great Lakes



Examples
Purple Loosestrife

NE Weed Control Association

•Outcompetes and replaces natives
(reduced abundance of 44 native 
plant species)

•Spreading at a rate of 115,000ha/yr

•Present in 48 states

•$45 million/year in control

(Pimentel et al. 2007)



Examples
Phragmites

• Forms dense monocultures

• Reduces wildlife habitat

•Consumes water

•Millions of dollars spent in 
Nebraska on eradication efforts

NE Weed Control AssociationNE Weed Control Association



A Solution:
State ANS Management Plans



• Established in 1991

• 13 federal agencies & 12 ex-officio members                                                     
Co-chaired by USFWS and NOAA

• Advisory panel for developing state Aquatic 
Nuisance Species Plans 

Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention 
and Control Act of 1990





The ‘Push’ to develop a Plan



The ‘Push’ to develop a Plan

• The Zebra Mussel Infestation in Nebraska
– 2006 Lake Offutt, Offutt Air Force Base

– Eradicated as of last fall



Nebraska ANS Committee

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Nebraska Invasive Species Project
Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality
Nebraska Public Power District
Bureau of Indian Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Nebraska Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit
University of Nebraska



ANS Plan Objectives



ANS Plan Objectives

1. Coordination
2. Detect and monitor
3. Prevention of and rapid response to new ANS
4. Control and eradication of established ANS
5. ANS research
6. Outreach and education
7. Legislation



ANS Plan Priorities

•Form ANS steering committee
•Identify funding
•Identify gaps in ANS legislation/policy



ANS Plan Priorities

•Form ANS steering committee
•Identify funding
•Identify gaps in ANS legislation/policy
•Hire ANS coordinator 
•Increase surveys/monitoring 
•Develop response plans for high priority species  
•Increase state-wide and regional collaboration



Progress of ANS Plan

• Draft Complete

• Revised after public comment period

• Submit to Governor’s office

• Submit to ANS Task Force

• Eligible for federal funding



What are other states doing?



What are other states doing?



What are other states doing?
Colorado

– Mandatory boat inspections – all water bodies

– Funding: Emergency funding – State Legislature, + match 
from multiple organizations



What are other states doing?

Wyoming

– Boat inspections at major water-bodies, rotating

– Funding: State Legislature, ANS decal ($5-$30)



What are other states doing?

Kansas

– Some boat inspections – high risk waters

– ANS program Funding: FWS, some from Wildlife fee fund 
(state license), other organizations - Wichita – city funding 

Volunteer ANS Certification Report a New ANS
To report a new ANS use the form below to email the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife & Parks. 

Your E-mail address

Subject

Message



Next steps for Nebraska

• Complete ANS Plan

• Identify funding sources

• Monitor – what is where?

• Education and Outreach



Aquatic Nuisance Species 
Management Plan

Please visit 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives

email: invasives@unl.edu
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