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Platte River Water Trail



What I1s a water trail?

A Sometimes called Blueways.

A Route on navigable waterways for namtorized
watercraft.

A Made up of public access
points, launch sites, trall
signage, day use and/or
overnight sites, and A
points of interest. s <% . .-




Points of interests may include:
ANatural and cultural historic areas
AEcologically unique areas
AScenic viewpoints




Water trails seek to:

AEncourage outdoor recreation

AProvide ecological and historical education
APreserve wildlife resources
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Current Public Information

Platte River

CANOE TRAIL

GENERAL INFORMATION

Snowmelt from the Colorado Rockies
at the Continental Divide is the initial water
source for both the North and South Platte
rivers. They converge at the city of North
Platte forming the Platte River proper, and
end at the Missouri River near Plattsmouth.
From the Colorado Rocky Mountains to
Plattsmouth, the combined rivers flow a
total of 900 miles; more than 580 miles
within Nebraska.

The Platte River was first named by the
related languages of the Omaha and Oto
Indians as the "flat water.” Later the river
was named "Platte,” a French word meaning
“flat.” This river was a source of water for
wildlife, and food for the Indians who
hunted near the river's edge. French trappers
sought fur-bearing mammals along the
river. Lewis and Clark camped near the
confluence of the Platte and Missouri rivers,
now known as Plattsmouth. They explored
the mouth of the Platte on their journey
northwest. In 1830, the Platte River Valley
route quickly replaced the Missouri River
route to the Pacific Northwest. Many
overland trails, including the Oregon and
Mormon trails, converged in the valley and
followed the river, which became known
as The Great Platte River Road. As many as
350,000 immigrants made the journey to
settle in the West. The lower Platte River,
receives most of its summer flow from the
Loup River, as it converges into the lower
Platte River, southeast of Columbus.

SECTION DESCRIBED
North Bend to the Shilling State
Wildlife Management Area (just west
of the Missouri River) — 71.3 miles.

CHARACTERISTICS

The Platte River channel is broad,
reaching from a few hundred feet to over a
thousand feet in places with many sandbars
used by waterfowl and shorebirds. From
above, the river appears braided with
shallow rivulets and usually one deeper,
darker channel, suitable for canoeing.
Except at its lowest levels, the Platte’s flow
is gentle, varying from 3-5 miles per hour.
The water is fairly clear but does carry
sediment. With controlled discharges from
upstream reservoirs, the river's water flow
is continuous, but hot, summer weather
can reduce water levels and narrow the
navigable channel.
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Recommendation: Please read the
General Canoeing Introduction pages before
beginning. They are a good review for the
avid canoeist and a quick lesson for the
novice, and may make the difference
between an adventure and a nightmare.

ACCESS SITES AND
POINTS OF INTEREST

Launch from the bridge south of North
Bend along Nebraska 79, from the west or
upstream side of the bridge on either the
north or south side of the river. On the
north side you can drive down a dirt road
to the river’s edge. On the south side you
must portage a short distance to the water.

From the Nebraska 79 bridge to
Hormel Park in Fremont is 15 river miles
(3-5 hours). Hormel Park is a good launch
site with a concrete boat ramp. The park
boundary starts approximately one mile
west of the U.S. 77 bridge, on the north or
left side of the river. Watch for the U.S. 77
bridge; when in view, cross to the north
side. Primitive camping, restroom facilities
and two parking lots are available. Fees
vary according to facilities used.

From Hormel Park to Platte River
Landing, is 9 river miles (2-4 hours). The
landing is on the southeast or downstream
corner of the Nebraska 64 bridge. Facilities
include pit toilets, picnic areas and an access
ramp. The city of Valley is 4 miles east on
Nebraska 64.

From the Nebraska 64 bridge, (Platte
River Landing) to Two Rivers State
Recreation Area (SRA) is 7.4 river miles (3-4
hours). Here two campsites are available
by the river. Watch for the sand and gravel
operation on the east side of the river just
before the Nebraska 92 bridge. When in
view, cross to the east side before venturing
under the Nebraska 92 bridge. Two Rivers
SRA has modem restrooms, showers, and
caboose cabins.

From Two Rivers SRA to Schramm Park
SRA is 19 river miles (6-7 hours). This is a
day-use area with restrooms and a picnic
area. This is an interesting place to stop for
a break with the Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium and
Outdoor Education Center located at this site.

The Lied Platte River Bridge Hike/Bike
Trail formerly known as the Rock Island
Railroad Bridge is 15 minutes downstream
from Schramm Park SRA. Plan ahead as you
approach this bridge. The upstream current
may be running perpendicular to your

desired course and strong corrective action
may be necessary.

From Schramm to Louisville SRA is
4.9 river miles (1 hour). It has nice modern
and primitive camping facilities. Fees vary
according to the facilities used.

An access site is at the Nebraska 50
bridge, about 10-20 minutes downstream
from Louisville SRA. There is easy access
with a concrete boat ramp on the northwest,
upstream, left side of the bridge.

From Louisville SRA to the Shilling
State Wildlife Management Area is 16 river
miles (3-6 hours). Exit on the south, right
side of the river before converging with the
Missouri River. A road leads from this access
area to Plattsmouth. Primitive camping is
permitted. Open fires are not allowed.

SCENERY
The Platte River Valley from Fremont cuts
through rolling hills consisting of glacial
till mantled by loess slopes. The hills have
rounded ridge crests with moderate to steep
slopes ending abruptly in the river. From
Fremont to the 1-80 bridge, riparian wood-
lands consist of cottonwoods and willows
while on the ridge crests between North
Bend and the Shilling State Wildlife
Management Area are upland deciduous
forests consisting of oak
and hickory trees.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION:
Fremont Park Offices (402) 727-3290,
Mahoney State Park (402) 944-2523
Two Rivers SRA (402) 359-5165
Schramm Park SRA (402) 332-3901
Platte River State Park (402) 234-2217,
Louisville SRA (402) 234-6855

Cass County Sheriff (Plattsmouth)
Non-Emergency (402) 296-9370

Sarpy County Sheriff (Papillion)
Non-Emergency (402) 593-4111

Douglas County Sheriff (Omaha)
Non-Emergency (402) 444-6641

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE:
Memorial Hospital (Fremont)
(402) 721-1610
Numerous hospital facilities are in
the Omaha metro area. For directions to
the closest facility, call a Sheriff's Dept.,
as listed above for further information.

Dial 911 to reach emergency
personnel in the area.
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Introduction

Nebraska's
Canoe Trails

GENERAL INFORMATION

Nebraska's rivers flow gently making them ideal
for family outings and an excellent resource for those
who are learning to handle a canoe.

When you use the rivers and streams of Nebraska
leave them in the condition you found them.

On the international scale of difficulty Nebraska's
rivers generally would rate Class |: Easy-moving with
few riffles, small waves; few obstructions; correct
course is easy to determine. An exception is the
Niobrara River where there are several Class Il rapids
that require portage.

Remember: Only the water belongs to the State
of Nebraska. The stream beds and all adjacent lands
are the property of the landowner through which the
water flows. Appreciate the fact that you have the
privilege of using the waterway. Respect the land-
owner and his property. Nebraska statutes give you the
right to portage around fences and other obstructions;
however, you are responsible for any damage you
may do. You must have the landowner’s permission
to picnic or camp.

On some Nebraska rivers, lower water levels
will occur, during summer months due to heat and
crop irrigation. These conditions can turn a canoe
trip into a hike.

CANOE TIPS

1. After placing the canoe completely in the
water, put your equipment in and secure it. Always
keep your center of gravity low, avoid standing
upright. The navigator (front person) enters the canoe
first. With the paddle in hand and balance under
control, the rear canoeist enters, pushing out to deeper
water as entry is made. Only after both canoeists are
settled, should paddling begin. To exit the canoe,
reverse this process, after first making sure the canoe
is at rest.

General Canoeing
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2. When landing with a strong current, turn
the canoe around so you are facing upstream, about
50-100 yards above the landing site. Point the bow
(front) slightly towards the bank and paddle to hold
the canoe in place, let the current help move the
canoe to the bank. As soon as the canoe comes
alongside the bank, the front canoeist can get out
and hold the canoe for the back canoeist to exit.

3. Carefully plan the items you intend to take
on your trip. Most canoes have a manufacturer’s
plate that gives weight limits as well as other
important information.

4. Watch the water’s surface: A dark, smooth
area in the river usually indicates deep water. Watch
for shifting sand bars and shallow water, which may
be seen as ripples on the water's surface.

5. Follow the main channel as it cuts back and
forth across the river bottom. Crossing later may
mean walking.

6. Wind can hide changes in the river by creating
surface ripples, which have nothing to do with water
depth. If the wind is gusty, read the surface between
wind gusts.

7. A head wind may mean more time and effort
will be needed to reach your destination. If the front
(bow) of the canoe is lighter than the back (stern), a
head wind may catch it and push it like a weather
vane. If this happens, transfer the majority of the
weight to the front.

8. Side winds: The best solution is to hug the
upwind bank as much as possible.

9. If you capsize, always avoid the downstream
side of the canoe. The current may push the canoe
over you or pin you against an obstruction.

HAZARDS ON NEBRASKA RIVERS
1. Bridges generally are built at narrow points
on the river which means that the water is deeper and

Nebraska
Water Trails

GENERAL INFORMATION
Nebraska’s rivers flow gently, making them
ideal for family outings as well as an excellent
resource for those learning to handle unmotorized
watercraft.

On the International Scale of River
Difficulty, Nebraska’s rivers generally rate Class I:
Easy. This is defined as moving water with riffles
and small waves; few obstacles; risk to swimmer is
slight; self-rescue is easy. An exception is the
Niobrara River where there are several Class II, Il
and IV rapids that require portage.

Remember: Only the water belongs to the
state of Nebraska. The riverbeds and all adjacent
lands are the property of the landowner through
which the water flows. Appreciate the fact that you
have the privilege of using the waterway. Respect
the landowner and their property. Nebraska
statutes give you the permission to portage around
fences and other obstructions; however, you are
responsible for any damage to the property. You
must have landowner’s permission to picnic or
camp.

River flows vary greatly. Some rivers
experience lower water levels during summer due
to heat and crop irrigation. Such conditions can
turn a float trip into a hike for those who have not
planned ahead. In addition, river flows, along with
wind speed and direction, and paddler’s effort can
result in considerable variations in float time. Trip
plans should account for personnel, outdoor
conditions and river flow to ensure you reach camp
well before sunset.

TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL FLOAT
1. Good planning is imperative for a successful
trip. Double-check your equipment, supplies
and route.
2. Packextra clothing, shoes, food, camping gear,
etc. in waterproof containers.
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3. Evenly distribute your load, with the heaviest
gear in the middle, so it is balanced. Secure all
gear to the canoe to avoid losing it downstream
if you capsize.

4. When entering and exiting a canoe, keep your
center of gravity low, avoid standing.

5. Follow the main channel as the current cuts
back and forth across the river. Crossing later
may mean walking.

6. If you encounter lateral winds, hug the upwind
bank as much as possible.

7. Camp only in designated areas. Respect private
property. Obtain permission from private
landowners before camping on, or entering the
water from private land.

8. Trash. Pack it in —Pack it out! Take only
pictures, leave only footprints.

9. Only build fires in fire rings. Drown flames
and coals after use. If no fire ring exists, use
camp stoves. (Don’t forget waterproof
matches.)

OBSTRUCTIONS ON NEBRASKA RIVERS
1. Bridges generally are built at narrow points on
the river, which means the water is deeper and







