ater use

o The state Says
ermand is close to
Emtpnving supply
across one-third of
Nebraska's land.

By Davin Hexvber:
WORLIRHERALORTARF WRITER

Omaha and a hig chunk of
MNehraska's Sand Hilla may
face tight restrictinons for the
first Hme on Mot ure water use.

The constrammis could halt ae

r Omahan's plan ro build a paend
o0 asuburbanacreage, adevel
nper's plan to buthd an ethamul
| plant on the edge of a Colum-
; bus cornfuedd or a cancher's
plan to iregaie move alfalla w
Teed cattle near Broken Bow

The constraints woil allect

oS current water uses for homes,

limits possible

Water re: i ~ictions

How metictions on waki: dorclopamont

and recreation

Thes podentialiy swovping re
strictions across o thivd ot Me
brazka's landscape  lisomod
neaver afler Monday's o
nouncement by the Nebraska
Department of Maeiurai He

sourees That demeand for water

i e Jower Plaite Rver basin
upsiresm from its conflence
with the Missourl Biver is on
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Corttinued from Page 1
rsand for water exceeds the sup-
ply.

Reactionwas wide-ranging.

“I'm stunned,” said Kirk Nel-
son, an assistant director of the
MNebraska Game and Parks Com-
mission. “Lewer flows in the
lower Platte have begunfo adver-
sely impact the habitats of terns,
plovers, pallid sturgeon  and
other species.”

Jehn Miyoshi, manager of the
Lower Platie North Natural Re-
sources District at Wahoo, said
he was surprised that the desig-
nationcame this year.

“We assume the department
used the best science to resch its
decision. That doesn't mean we
like it," he said. *1r's disappoint-
ng to our district as we sit here
the last two falls and winters and
watch high watar at Morth Bend
flow through and past our dis-
trict on the way to New Orleans.”

Tom Wurte, president of the
Metropolitan Utrilities District,
which provides water to Oma-
hans and others in the area, said
the designation was expected
and shouldn't have much impact

ey
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on MUEY's ahility to provide wa-
ter 1o customers. Municipal wa-
ter providers are allowed o drill
replacement wells,

The Jower Platte basin in-
cludes a huge area of Mebraska
frum Omaha west to an edge of
the Panhandle outside Hyannis,
It covers the Loup and Elkhorn
River basins,

The long planning process
triggered by the designation will
give more Nebraskans an oppor
tunity to think abour water and
how they want to use and pre-
serve it, said Brien Dunnigan, di-
rector of the State Natural Re-
sources Departnrent.

Mearly a year ago, the depart-
ment determined that the lower
Platte wasn't full y appropriated.

Dunnigan said a new computer
madel illustrated a worrisome
long-term impact that ierigation
wellsin the Elkhorn and Loup wa-
tersheds will have onwater Flows
in the lower Platte in decades to
come. That would mean less wa-
ter for irrigators and fish and
wildlife habitat.

Dunnigan's designation tem-
porarily bans new groundwater

See Platie: Page 2

irrigation wells, halts new per-
mits for diversions of river water
for irrigation and stops farmers
from expanding the number of ir-
rigated acres in their operations.
There ave about 45,200 wells n
the affected basin. Irrigation
wells make up about S8 percent
of the total. Public water supplies
use 2.5 percent of the wells
Other wells inctade industrial,
livestock and private wells,

Matural resources  districts
with significant arca in the hasin
are the Lower Plalte South,
Lower Platte North, Upper Eik-
bhorn, Lewer Elkhorn, Upper
Loup, Lower Loup and the Paplo-
Missouri River.

Fublic hearings on the desig-
nation will be held during the
next three months. Sites and
dates have not been determined.

If the preliminary designation
is upheld, the entire Platte River
system across Nebraska to Wyo-
ming and Colorado would be des-
ignated as fully appropriated.
The designation would require
state and local natural resources
districts to jointly develop a plan
for managing the river and
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. Platte: Limits on water use possible over wide area

groundwater, including whether
toallow pew irrigation.

The temporary drilling mora-
toriums can be changed or lifed
as necessary after a plan is devel-
oped to integrate management of
underground water and water
flowing in streams and rivers.

Ann Bleed of Linceln, a former
Department of Natural Re-
sources director who now is a
senior program manager for a
Boulder, Cole., consalting firm,
said the critical aspect of declar-
ing & basin fully appropriated is
developing a plan to determine
how best touse available water.

“1i you've got & checking ac-
count with $10000 to get vou
through the month, you probahbly
don't worry ton much about plan-
ning," she said. "But if you have
only §&0 10 last the month, you'll
plan prefty carefuliv.

“This fully appropriated desig-
nation means we're not at the

point of running out of water, but
we'réclose toit."

W Contact the writar
A44-1127, david hendepBowin com
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Nebraska water map illustrates
state water issues

Surface water and ground-
water, irrigation, precipitation,
threatened and endangered spe-
cies and other wator-related is-
sues are all colorfully addressed
on a “Nebraska Water Map,”
available free from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln.-

The 24-by-36-inch map de-
picts a wide range of basic but
important information about
Nebraska's water resources,
including a great deal ahout one
of the state's greatest unseen
resources, groundwater.

“We produced the map with
the idea of raising the level of
interest in basic water issues
and facts for all Nebraskans,”
said UNL Water Center assis-
tantdirector Lorrie Benson, who
led a coalition of cosponsors to
publish the map.

Mteombines a great deal of sei-
ence-basedinformation that has
been published in other forms,
making them more accessible to
the public,” she said.

The poster-size map is actu-
ally a collection of more than
a dozen color graphics, each
depicting different aspects of
the state's water riches and
challenges.

Its centerpicce is alarge state
map showing important water
features such as rivers, major
streams, lakes, canals and reser-
voirs. Counties, roadways, major

cities and towns, and prominent
topographic features are alsode-
picted, along with Nebraska’s 23
Natural Resources Districts.

Surrounding this large map
are smaller maps and graphics
showingthe High Plains ground-
water aquifer, annual precipita-
tion, how and where water is
used in Nebraska, where regis-
teredirrigation wells are located,
where groundwater nitrate and
atrazine contamination can be
found, how groundwater and
surface water interact and other
information.

“It's a wonderful educational
tool and it also looks great when
you hangiton yourwall,” Benson
said. “With water being so very
much on everyone’s mind, the
vastness of Nebraska's surface
and groundwater resources and
the challenges posed to both wa-
ier quantity and quality, one of
thebiggestchallenges wasdecid-
ing what information we would
have to leave off, since there
wasn't room for everything.”

An online version of the map,
which isunder construction, am-
plifies much of the information
on the printed map, as well as
presenting additional informa-
tion not contained on it. It can be
found at http:ffwater.unl.edu.

“The map is just one basic
Nebraska water information
source available on that site,

which has content from and links
toall things water at UNL,” said
Benson.

Print copies of the map are
available first-come, first-scrved
through the UNL School of Natu-
ral Resources Nebraska Maps
and More store on the first floor
of Hardin Hall, northeast corner
North 33rd and Holdrege streets,
UNL East Campus, Limcoln.
Phone (402) 472-3471 or visit
the store online at http:/nebras-
kamaps.unl.edu. If requesting
larger quantities for educational
or programmatic use, contact
Benson at the UNL Water Cen-
ter at (402) 472-3305 or e-raail
Ibenson2@unl.edu.

Map cooperators are the uni-
versity's Institute of Agriculture
and Natural Resources, School of
Natural Resources, Extension,
Water Center and Conservation
and Survey Division, the U.S.
Geological Survey, Nebraska
Department of Environmental
Quality, Nebraska Depart.ment
of Natural Resources, Central
Nebraska Public Power and
Irrigation District, Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission,
Tern and Plover Conscrvation
Partnership, The Groundwater
Foundation, Nebraska Public
IMower District and U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation,
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Wasahss, or mors formally
kncrom i Sand Creck Wasershed
Environmensal 'Hcsn.xunn Pro-
Just

“This is & wme progect for
us,” he sald “We're building no
Justa pregect weith @ dai, 2 an
eyetemn.”

Eul"ﬂﬂ;mdpr:wmng wal
leads is not the cady Rnetion of
Lake Wanakco,

Fehraske Came and Parks
Commission Faberics Specialist
Stowe Safra said his agency is
very exciled ahowt the project
He'sabd! Lake Wanshon_ herause
of #ts kecatios o (kb and
Lincoln and the water quality it
will kave, should be 2 promier
draw Tor sotdoor enthusiasly

W feel this s going robe a
wiry popalar recoeation area,”
Saira gdies]

Sdurren said Lake Wanahoo iz
B TG [ifepect in el o deen
hww = many benefits  dhat
draws diffwrent sponsors 1o dhe
bl

In the last 10 years, additoaal
sponsars who sigoed on are Me-
hrasks Department of Natoral
Besoerces, Mebraskas Emvnon-
mental Trust, Mebeaskn Depart-

st off Reads, and Department
of Hl'\mﬁl:l’ﬂllulf?u.‘uhl]
%‘!L‘ul smiles dering |ast
groundbeeaking,
hmlrct'cr. med to come from
representatives of the three orig-
ins! SO

"Iﬁmm'. mbelicvahle this
project, with ol its oups amd
downg, hisa Fally come about,™
:Jhm Mayer Daryl Reimager
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‘Wahoo Eoosomic and Devel-
opment Director Doug Wans
zaid the three local entities
showed  perseverssce aad
commitmes? %o 4 piogect dal
was in the area's best mazrest

“I weredd bave been s casy
over e years i gusd, il yoi
didn't” he added.
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was planied moee thas 40 years
g0 when gevere Mooding Trom
Sand Creek caused significam
damage o the area Eiffaris o
Find solutions to the problem
it 1082 bgped the mid-]

In 1993, the City of Wahoo,
Saunders County and e MED
juined 1opether 10 sericusly in-
westigate the issur and the possi-
bility  of  Lake  Wisahoo
emarged

Preliminary smdics showed |

the idea had merit, and e pro- |
jecl's parmers commesioned a |

Teasikatily study in 1996 Based |

om e Tesulls of that sedy, the
three local partners signed i -

wrlocal agreement m 1998 W |

plaring the project

I wddition %o ita Mood conial |

benefils, Lake Wamhoo will
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wil
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The smf:i of the Sead Creck
Wiskersiad have shown an envi-
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mibigaie the loss o weilands By
treating a large wetland ares
Additicrnlly, nstive prasses,
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retumed 40 the progect aree
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ian.
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NEBRASKAIland magazine features
entertaining outdoor activities

The  December issue  of
NEBRASKALAND Magazine has
something for everyone, from ice
climbing on the Miobrara National
Scenic River w ice-fishing several
of Mebraska's reservoirs, from a
history of the state's goose hunting
to Christmas a1 Buffalo Bill Ranch
State Historical Park (SHP).

Mebraska isn’t known as a dream
destination among climbers of
mountains or even big rocks, but
there is a little-known seasonal
opportunity for ice clmbing on
private land along the MNiobrara
River near Smith Falls Sate Park.

In “Three Days on lce” Michael
Forsberg describes his experiences
during the first-annual Nicbrara lce
Jam in Jenuary - of 2008 and
describes how other climbers may
participate in the 2009 event.

When Associate Editor Jeff
Kurrus' mother-in-law visited from
Philadelphia last winter, the first
thing he did was take her on & tour
of Eugene T. Mahoney State Park
near Ashland.

After seeing the park's Peter
Kiewil Lodge, the modern cabins,
the wide variety of recreational
opportunitics, the many spécies of
wildlife that live in the park and
surrounding area, and climbing the
observation tower overlooking the
Blame River, she proclaimed the
park “really grand” and retumed to
the park the following summer to
enjoy it with her grandkids.

Mebraska's  Canada  goose
hunting success fluctuated during
the first half of the 20% century,

although the Morth Platie River
Valley remained the state’s premier
moose hunting locatian

Senior Editor Jon Famar tells us
why in “Mebraska Goose Hunting -
The Early Years.”

If you have ash trees on your
property or are just interested in
trees, you should make it a point to
read the amicle “EAB: The Green
Plague”, by Regional Editor Rocky
Hoffman.

The emerald ash borer iz a highly
invasive imsect that has killed
thousands of ash trees in the upper
Midwest and is now heading closer
o Mebraska.

In "A Cody Christmas”
Hoffmann describes how Buffalo
Bill Cody's home at Buffalo Bill
Ranch SHP in NMNorth Plate is
decorated each year for the holiday
season. This year Scout’s Ranch
will be open to the public
December 19-22,

Brothers Scott and Monte Mares
have been fishing together their
entire lives and their dad has been
with them every step of the way. In
the story “The Next Hole”, you will
leam how deep-seated  family
traditions can be,

There are some recipes for
Swedish potato sausage; an article
about the growing accsptance
among deer hunters of the necessity
of shooting does; a quick glimpse
at Maskentine Lake near Nerfolk;
this month's portraits from the past,
outdoor news and information from
across  the state and readers
wunuEis, R
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Future of the Platte

arme observers Pressures er an ethanol plant
sn;n'e claimed to are building could be built here ora
he: shocked that . water-dependent man-
the Nebraska Depart- - on river; ufacturing facility ex-
ment of Natural Re- long-range panded there, for in-
sources prelimimarily planning is stance.
declared  the lower pera Water utilities  in
faite  River hasin im tive. Omaha  and  Lincoln
“fully appropriated.” won't be severelv affected immedi-
Vhal means me extra water is  ately, as they would be permir-

availyble for new or expanded uses,
The: handwriting has been ovideni
on Lhat particular wall for years. If
this finding from the state natural
resurees agency is confirmed, and
there is cvery bkelihood that it will
be, the fature of water use in a sis-
able portion of Nebraska will he —
itk sheruld be - changed Torever,
Laszal Matural Resoureos Districts
and the DNHE will have to think out
how water is 1o be used and man-
aged. How it can be used to benefit
the most people, And which restric-
teoms would he necessary and fair

Bt ot excessive and punitive,

Current water wses swouldnt be
cut. The preliminary designation af-

Tects the lower Platte basin from its

muouth at the Missouri River to the

edpe of the Panhandle, The designa-

tion would add the extensive Elk-

horn and Loup watersheds to the

restvicted aren, New groundwater
wells in those tributaries apparently
were what tipped the Platte into full
appropriation.

The entire Platte system in Me-
braska would be Tully appropriated
if the preliminary finding stands.
Areas along two of the stale’s major
rivers, the Republican and the Nio-
brara, already have been pul under
restrictions because the amount of
water heing uzed is equal toor great-
er than whai s in the stream beds.

Wit the DINR"S latest action does
rmmastiately is put a temporary dril-
hing: moratorium into effect in the
watersheds, That means farmers
and ranchers can't add wells until
further notice. In addition, they
can't expand the number of acres
they irrigate or divert more surface
'l}'i:;!tl' [ gIOW Clrops,

ST
cent of them deveted to irrigation,
exist in e Platte basin now.

The new water management
plans, to he devised afrer public
hearings and much study, would
tnke imto account the interrela-
tinmships between groundwater and
surface-watcr wells, both of which
affect the amount of flow in the
Platte systeim.

The plans will say whether irriga-
tors eould drill new groundwater
wells, ameng ol herthings, The plans
also would have a lot of influence on
rural and prban expansinn - - wheth

q

12,5000 wells, about 58 per-_

tedd Lo replace existing wells, though
not open new ones, at their Plarte
River facilities.

The shutdown of new water uses
o the lower Platte has been inevita-
kle for yoars. The matter came to s
head aboul 8 vear age when a drafi
“hisdogical apinien,” commissioned
for the State Game and Parks Com-
mission, 2aid the waterway was ful
Iy appropriated.

The commission was concerned
hecawse three endangered specics
depend on some lower Plaite reach-
es — and certain water levels at cer-
tain times of the year — to repro-
duece, Any less water in the river
could mean the species’ disappear-
ance [romthe habitat,

Nebrasks has faced many water
challenges in recent yeavs: Dirought
Flood. Overuse of the Republican
River and portions of the Niobrara.
Legal hattles over the irrigation

drawdown of North Platte River wa-

ter and the subsequent dry-up of

Pumplkin Creek, plus legal skirmish-
ing over the amount of North Platte
waler flowing into Nebraska from
Wyoming az well as the amount of
Ninhrara water in the same regard.

Water is a limited resource, but it
15 as precious as gold to many Me-
braskans. All drink it. Some have
joha that depend on it. Seme own
manufacturing plants or recreation-
al businesses or other commercial
operations that live or die on ils
availability, level and quality, The
state’s continued prosperity rests in
laree part on the sulficient and con-
tinuing supply of usable water.

Brian Dunnigan, director of the
state Natural Resources Depart-
ment, has said that the agency's
Platte River action and the lomg
planning process it wriggers will
give Nebraskans from Omaha to the
Panhandlo the apportunity to look at
the state’s water pesition and decide
how they want 1o use and preserve
the resource,

But this designation also places on
Nebraskans the responsibility to in-
form themselves and to consider
how water use will affect the future
of their state and their communities.
It means hard decisions lie ahead
shout how Nebraskans wamt thei
water used and how 1t can be prey
served for the future,
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Water watchers surprised by decision

BY ART HOVEY

— Lircaln burral Star
L Follosing the twists and turns

of water developmend in Mebris
kit fypically doessnt attract as big a

]fuhxr: avdience as herdan
Larsons jurmg sera: o joe Ganz's
latesi s b .

That docsnt mean that there
arenl  poople  surprised,  even
L shocked, by water resnurnces evenis
thit el froms undesgroamd wi-
™ ver tahless and surface o meters
i obsenne rurd sefigis

Monelay's deczsion by the Ne-
braska Degartmient of Matutd Re-
SOLFCES tnresinel e waier de
welapunent in the Lower Plate
River Basin caught a long list of
e waler walchers |-

s
v Covmnl Mike Jess of the Linlver-
sity of Mebraska-Linoohn, veieran

m Water

Canrtimtied trom Page 18

Thamriigan el resiricion dwad
of @ lain, | deadiine when his de-
parmment passed upy the same op-
[ %,

*1 wsiu 1 thist, don,” sk
Jess, the frnver direcior of wihal
wis Lhea i as the [eparn
et ol Water Resources, "It g &
little wet e this

;

- imidudtidal dessloproent n lJm::lu_:n

Thee Il,g.ll terrrnn duin g chesgmativan
others think is likehy o affect futune

and pmahais fu Iy appropriated.
It 1 ¥ s Close i
B hs.l'u hecn
awre rasaind-
wnler developanent broguse thid
W wisith] creade an ui-
mee,  deplen
sl anirule on thie
O WTIOT LT
el bs pperales ar-
lavtest hyedrodogy
Eun 15 "|I-|1 need fusi by whar's o the
e, g Lhe soenst recasil
s i Bact ane groundwaker
arch essehs funcled o pan Ty
S0 s ke as E1AM, asin
:Iu ‘Elkhom- Inu|1 Mt
» an anmsl

rr|||:lr[
drologically 1
widerand sur

LN HEATE
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thes repaoed. inlicas-
5 fairly close o be-
ing fully appigeriated.” e added,
T yesar, wilh, our me I|1|x|.(|ln|§'

“—

Lincoln  water  atoeney Don
Elankenau and Kirk Nelson of the
Nebraska Game and Parks Com-
mideskon among them.

Dennis  Schueth, based in
O Wedll s peneral manager of the
Upspier Elhorn Natiral Resources
Disdrict, cheee dronger language
fow an outcome that alseapplies o
the Planes Lowp and Elkiwem irib-
utaries,

“In ddid come as a shock toous,”
Schueth  saif,  citing  circ
stances that immediately prohibil
new irigation warlls and mew -
gated acres i ahout 95 percent of
Fis clisstrict,

Jesss, oof the Water Center al the
Urtiversity of Mebraska-Lineolin,
sald its noleasy for people w
wrasp why DNR Director Brian

See WATER, Page 7B

aurvi bt s ol inelicad e thast
It I possible to give some visn
al dirmersdon i siuatlon that i
TIOL 15 Y B0 S,
Think af the pallid sturgeon, &
long-snouied  and  endangened
fsly that depends on adequate
Hivers in thae lover reaches of the
Mate for its survival Think of
. E-fonl wide pipes
Pk dleman b
the pvcy near Asl
Lirtendn vty jis ol
Melson, Meobrask
Parke official and sialwar d
aor ol the praallicl AlLTgEOn, i5 haappy
b b n{m\.ﬂ aslep bl wantor
cunservation. The m
stale gescrmmenl is il
Tils, fing i Nelson:

1y, the dovs of Trec wa-
ter ane e That’s b.‘Nd.d“l,’ whin
e l:\li i5 tellig you"

hal™s mol Lo E e s this

Wi wree ol thiat 6 I wasnll
found bidly approprinted ks yeor,
e eliarin wiss Even mone femote
thart it wonald b foumed bty appro-
priated this vear, becise awed yeal
repluced ey vear in the e

Sirve Hl':,ginht' -
ber of the governors Water Policy
Task Fonoe and an alloaney with
theer city of Linculm, said restrictive
action b the wam hound i
hinppen eventually

Proan & ety vaniage podng °)
dont think wa'ie thal conoemeed
abow fully appropriated stos as

regards our exisibog waler rights. 18

Area newly designated as fully appropriated

The Mebraska Depasimieni of Nature! Rescurces has designated
the easternemost sineteh of the Platte River as "fully approgristed.”
temporarily blacking irrigators from diverting mene waler from the
rivar, drifling mane wells or expanding the nurmber of acres under

Source: Mebrasaa Denaringnt
of Mt Resourses

iy b differal gquestion for (-
Awri wleer rights ™

Bur Dean Edson, executive di-
et of the Mebraska Association
of Resvurces Districes, umbiella
n for s sty 23
the weight of Duinni-
1 il acioally fadl
more heavily an places other than
irvigatesd apriculiure,

“I thimk tbwere will b o
pact o fun II'\.‘ LI I|.\<I| (£}
manufacturing uses,” s

. "When theze come in offset water

s o e prosdded, You st hise
any o Mu e of waner”

g maiters further,

dcgy for cities that ms) r|1r\"L
Fl IDqI.III'?II'.II.‘lﬁﬁ B T
el prostin,

o e to Ty o find soane
wivler 10 oltser tul new we” he
s, “That's gning to be lough 1o
Finad ebesarm dn thils ened of the

Brang Liw gives Dunmi
partnient some latimuc
dling new wscs. For examplo,
theres nod a hand andd fasi e
aboul & new industry needing an
ol undess i wsaes more than
Famillion galkens of water i year,

Thals likety o apply 0 an
etharinl plwt bul pol s imdostial
seving wher: water & not such o
Furdarmentsd partof the prodianctio

Back in MRTY ks, the Lower
Loup at Ol had already aceéd on

e T

irrigaticn. A final detarmanation will be rmade after 90 days.
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i e Tee P e v en walls

“It's been hanging over our
heads for abour thiee vears now,”
saitl  General  Manager  Burch
kehlmcios, “and we weie ome of
the distrcls designsed den bad
Kind of gone ahead and taken the
plﬁ.uﬂ\-& approech in patting o
mratarivm an well drilling aned
irmigpded acres.”

Hes dissppodinied
comtrod has now been s

1 aof i
rexliars i “willi atle” b -
gin a round of public wview that
'A'1||.dt stk whither

with the Linwzer ko
didn’t sound quite as acoos
dating. He wanied mose madel-
iy work firsi

“I think ¥r. Dumaniggin made o
decision hore based ain s
that's not compleie,” Staah said
“In iy oplndon, this s contimed
ercsing af bacal oo rod Bor MR ="

Water attomey Blankenan of
Lincodn sabd the most recen P
b designation meins that resiric-
thon an groundwater dse along fie

banks now extends all the way
Eroam Mebraska’s western berder o
i1 enstern bordes.

“T thimk w L-'uvarruall:,' besning
niew era for = ume now,”
Heankenan s, asl that its
neaw hit the mone popadated ancn
of the spate”

Arach Art Hovey af 4737223 or at
ahoveyl josrnalstarcom,
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mahans can
Glhank their .
“lucky stars —

and leaders of the Met-
rupolitan Utilities Dis-
trivt — for a future of
continued growth, eco-
nemic development and clean wa-
e,

Little more than two manths ago,
MUY opened its new Platte River
Weat water filtration plant, a $352
milliom effort to expand and secure
the availability of water inthe entire
metropolitan area for decades to
come, The plant and its wells sunk
into the Platte complement the utili-
ty's Platte Eu'mmhsi.nvd mwzun River

~= plants, -

The luck, and 1h1: ffithI[-.‘,m. that
ensured that luck, was evident ear-
lier this month; The Nebraska De-
partment of Natural Resources is-
sned a preliminary ruling that all of
the waler in the Platte and its tribu-

has heen claimed by munici-
s, Irrigators, industries and
other water users,

‘That ruling means that a morator-
um fulls on the river, Until final
plans and decisions are made. no
more wells can be dug, mo more
acres irrigated, no additional water
uses approved. The DNR and natu-
ral resonrees districts along the riv-
er musl come up with management

lans on how the water should be
airly divided and used to benefit
the most people

Tom Wurtz, executive director of
MUY, said that if the proper permits
for the mew water plant hadn't been
obtained and plans finalized before
the moratorium, the wility and, by
exiension, (hmaha could have faced
prohlems,

Municipal water users likely will
rank high on the list when the DNRE
and NRDs consideradditional water
waes. Not only does & safe, clean and
readily available water supply bene-
fit residents, but it also promotes
econnmic development and growth,

In addition, municipal users are a
small corner of the water-use pic-
ture in Nebraska, According to 1.5,
Geological Survey fgures, some 43

AT
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A secure supply

MUD decisions
enable Omaha
to have stable
water supply
for long term.

FUNDED 1HES
HITEHEDCK LBES
FOOIULY 15, 1BE®

P Falitan

percent of water used
across the state goes to
irrigation. Just 3.5 per-
cent is consumed by
municipal wtilities.
The remaining small
uses include mining,
livestock and independent home and
industrial water wells,

Nevertheless, the planning dis-
plaved by MUD's managers and 1
board of directors, who began work |
on the Platte West plant in the mid-
19405, is remarkable.

Flatte West 15 designed to supply
the Omaha metropolitan area with
sufficient water for its use and
growth for 50 or 60 vears, Wurtz
agid. When the next generation of i
MULD executives and board mem-
hers hegins thinking about a new
plant in 30 or 40 years, he said,
thev'll probably have to leok at the
Missouri for water supply. The qual-
ity isn't as pood, he said, but the
quantity is certanly there and will
continue toke,

The utility has the authority —and
now the water — 1o follow growth.
Fstimates indicate that Douglas
County will he “built out," that is,
fully developed, by around 2040,
Sarpy County, also within MULYs ju-
risdiction, will continue to grow,

MU D also can sell water to munic-
ipalities  outside the two-county
area. The utility supplies Fort Cal-
houn in Washington County, for in-
stance. As development continues in
the area’s small communities and as
federal clean-water restrictions
tighten, it seems likely that more
will want to tie inte the MUD sys-
tem.

The Omaha area is an altractive
place for businesses and industries,
in part because of its exceedingly
reasonable water, gas and electrie
rates. Wurtz said that several large
industries already have talked to the
utility about building inthe area.

The fates of rural and urban Ne-
braska are tied together, and water
is one of the ropes. 1t's good to know
that as the concerns and debates
over water continue, Omaha's sup-
ply is secure,




Annual report relating to
evaluation of river basins, sub-
basins, or reaches

The Department of Natural
Resources has issued its an-
nual report pursuant to Neb.
Rev. Stat. § 46-7T13 (Reissue
2004) which requires the
Department, by January 1 of
each year beginning in 20086,
to complete an evaluation of
each of the state's river ba-
gins that is not involved in
the integrated management
planning process, and to issue
a report deseribing the results
of the evaluation. The report
includes a preliminary conclu-
sion for cach river basin evalu-
ated as to whether the basin
is currently fully appropriated
without the initiation of addi-
tional uses and delineates the
geographic areas within which
the Departmentconsiders sur-
face and ground water to be
hydrologically connected,

Based on theinformationin
this report, the following areas
have been designated as fully
appropriated:

The Platte River Basin up-
stream of the confluence with
the Missouri River including
all tributary drainages,

Copies of the report can
be found on the Department's
website at http://www.dnr.
ne.gov or by requesting a copy
from the Department of Natu-
ral Resources, 301 Centennial
Mall South, P.O. Box 94676,
Lincoln, NE 68509-4676.
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By DON McCABE
ONE of Nebraska's largest watershed

lakes — nearly 640 surface acres

— will be ready for filling when a
dam north of Wahoo is completed in the
summer of 2010

The Lake Wanahoo/Sand Creek
Project will encompass 1,600 acres, in-
cluding the lake and surrourding lands,
says Mike Murren, project coordinator
for the Lower Platte North Natural
Resources District. Lake Wanahoo takes
its name from Wanahoo Park, a popular
recreation area near Wahoo until the
mid-1960s.

The dam is just north of town on the
west side of Highway 109 and, when fin-
ished, will serve as part of the Highway
77 bypass, which will skirt the west and
north sides of Wahoo.

“The project idea began in the early
1990s as an effort to control severe flood
problems on Sand and Wahoo Creeks,”
says Murren. “Little progress was made
until 1993 when Wahoo, Saunders
County and the Lower Platte NRD began
seriously investigating the possibility™
of the dam.

Lake Wanahoo, when filled, will be
open to fishing and the surrounding area
to hunting, camping and picnicking. No
wake boating will be allowed.

“The lake, which will be about one-
third the size of Branched Oak Lake

_ Wit expecied that the Lake Wanahoo dam
= will be finished by summer of 2010.
W 1t will be & 640-surface-acre lake as part
of a 1,600-acre project.
B Purposes are environmental restoration,
& recreation and flood control.

near Lincoln, will be very positive for
this part of the state,” Murren adds.
“Two-thirds of Nebraska's populatmn is
within 50 miles.”

The Sand and Duck creek:: merge at
the tailwaters of the lake and the total
watershed is 87 square miles.

Several benefits

While flood control and recreation
were the original purposes, the project
is officially called the Sand Creek
Environmental Restoration Project be-
cause of a large wetland at the north
end of the lake and several other wet-
lands around seven sediment ponds
upstream. The project, according to
Murren, will create new wildlife habitat,
restore native grassland and improve
water quality in the watershed.

Of the two original purposes, flood
control is a big benefit. Murren siys
the project is expected to reduce flood
damages in the Wahoo Creek Water-
shed by at least 23% and help protect

HEA\N DUTY WORK: Cunstructmn on the dam that WI" fc:rm Lak.e W‘anahm began
this fall just north of Wahoo.

Wahoo, Ashland and Ithaca.

Already constructed is a breakwater
structure that will be 4 feet above the
permanent pool to serve as a trail and
fishing site. “It will also help break wave
action to protect the banks,” he says.

The Lower Platte NRD has for sév-
eral years worked with upstream land-
owners in the watershed to apply land
treatment practices on 75% of the highly
erodible land in order to limit sediment
runoff.

The US. Corps of Engineers is a fed-
eral sponsor of the $30 million project. -
Locally, sponsors are the NRD, Saunders
County and Wahoo.

At the state level, the Nebraska
Department of Resources provided
funding through its Resources Develop-
ment Fund. Other partners are the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission,
which will manage the area, the
Nebraska Environmental Trust and the
Nebraska Department of Roads.
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