
 

 
 

 

  

  

Five Years 
April 14th, 2008 was my 5-year anniversary with the LPRCA.  Five years seems like quite a bit of time, but it has really gone fast.  
Thinking back at the progress we’ve made in that time is very satisfying.  Major milestones include:  

  Full funding and other support from all members – working collaboratively  

  Info Network – website, monthly & quarterly reports, brochure, PSAs, and attendance at NRD monthly meetings  

  Successful annual airboat tours  

  WQ Open golf tourney funded fully by fees & donations (ave. $3000 in donations each year)  

  First ever Lower Platte River Summit / Second to be held this fall  

  River Obstruction Removal Program – 2 of 12 Projects completed to date with average of 66% grant/cost-share funding  

 Environmental Suitability Assessment (ESA) to address land use / $100,000 NETF grant awarded 

 Cumulative Impact Study (CIS) to address habitat changes & hydrology / $110,000 NETF grant awarded 

 Water Quality Monitoring Network to address water quality / 33% cost-share with USGS 

 $12 million federal WRDA authorization after five years of hard work  

 Series of 17 Coffee Shop Meetings throughout Corridor to solicit public input 

 Consistent and periodic strategic and long-range planning efforts (3 NRD meetings / retreats) 

 Partnerships and participation with:  
o Lower Platte Weed Management Area (LPWMA) group 
o Tern & Plover Partnership 
o PACE – sand and gravel mining operations 
o NE Land Trust – board member 
o NE Association for Conservation & Environment Education (NACEE) – former board member 
o Presentations / assistance with UN-L classes & student projects 
o UN-L School of Nat Res External Advisory Committee 
o UN-L Extension programs on water supply & wastewater 
o NE Innovation Zone Commission (NIZC) 
o Joslyn Castle Institute for Sustainable Communities (60-Mile radius Study) 

 
Upcoming Events & Meetings 

 Fremont Coffee Shop Meeting – Friday, May 9th, 2008 * 9-10 am.  Fremont Chamber of Commerce 
office located at 605 Broad Street.  Refreshments provided.  

 Airboat Tour – Friday, July 18th, 2008 * 9 am – 4 pm.  Will cover the stretch of the Platte River from 
Fremont to just west of North Bend – approximately 20 miles.   

 WQ Open Golf Tournament – Thursday, September 4th, 2008 at Quarry Oaks Golf Course near South 
Bend * Presentation/Demo at 10 am & Tee-off at 12:30 pm.  This year we will feature the LPRCA 
members on the demos.   

 Lower Platte River Summit –Thursday, November 6th, 2008 at Camp Calvin Crest near Fremont. We 
have tentatively scheduled two tours in the morning: (1) Tour of Pahaku – the sacred Pawnee site, and 
(2) a walking tour of the Calvin Crest property including a visit to a native prairie location. The summit 
will be held from noon to 8 pm. We plan to have two meals similar to last time – one at noon and one 
in the evening.   
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Programs  / Projects / Activities 
  

 Coffee Shop Meetings:  We continue to hold more of our coffee shop meetings in the upper reaches 
of the Lower Platte River Corridor.  To date, we have had meetings in Yutan, Morse Bluff, Linwood, 
Cedar Bluffs, Columbus, North Bend, Schuyler, and Bellwood and have averaged 15 attendees per 
meeting (ranging from 5 – 40).  The final coffee shop meetings for this spring will be in Fremont on 
Friday, May 9th, 2008 starting at 9 am at the Chamber of Commerce located at 605 Broad Street.  We 
will take the summer off for the remainder of the coffee shop meetings and hold them in the fall/winter 
of 2008.  All of these are downstream of Fremont.    
 

 Environmental Suitability Assessment (ESA): I have been working with HDR to complete the 
remaining Needs Assessment meetings with local jurisdictions in the PHASE II area (Fremont 
downstream).  We have also begun to scope out additional components of PHASE II and III including 
research on land suitability models and suitability indices.  Matt Pillard with HDR will be at the April 29th 
quarterly meeting to give a presentation on the progress.  We also received final approval for the NE 
Env Trust grant we received for this project in the amount of $100,000.   
 

 WQ Monitoring Network:  On March 17th, I met with the USGS and NDEQ to review the current status 
of the WQ Monitoring Network and discuss monitoring plans for this year.  The USGS and NDEQ will 
begin coordinating monitoring and sampling efforts and sharing water quality data so we can get a 
more complete data set.  Also, I requested monthly progress reports from the USGS and a final year-
end report and data summary.  A copy of the current progress report is attached.  Additionally, I have 
asked the USGS if they can modify our project website (http://ne.water.usgs.gov/lowerplatte/) to include 
data older than 31 days.  Because of the system they currently use, this is not possible, but they will be 
converting to a new system in the near future to display data older than 31 days.  
 

 Nebraska Innovation Zone Commission (NIZC):  It has taken them some time, but the NIZC has 
approved Phase I of their Regional Comprehensive Plan addressing economic development along the 
I-80 Corridor between Omaha and Lincoln.  This also includes all counties near this area.  We have 
continued to stay involved so that environmental considerations are included as the NIZC develops this 
plan.  A recent survey conducted by the NIZC as part of the plan development process showed that a 
majority of people understand the importance of the natural environment along the Platte River and 
want to preserve this natural resources as economic development takes place.  Go to 
http://www.neded.org/content/view/199/427/ for a copy of the Phase I Regional Comprehensive Plan.  It 
is huge so it will take a while to download or print.  The NIZC last met on Thursday, April 3rd, 2008 at 7 
pm at Mahoney SP to take comment on the plan and ultimately approve it.   
 

 EPA Wetlands & Watershed Meeting / Conference: I attended the biennial EPA Wetlands & 
Watersheds Meeting / Conference on April 8th & 9th, 2008 in KC, Missouri. I displayed a poster 
presentation on the LPRCA featuring our major projects and made a session presentation on the 
LPRCA and collaborative efforts.  We had approximately 50 attendees from around the Midwest.  
Unfortunately, I had to leave the conference a little early due to a death in the family.   
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 Proposed Pflug Road Development: I attended a press conference on April 17th, 2008 for a proposed 
Pflug Road area development known as the Seven Hills Business Park.  The Seldin Company is 
proposing the development which is promoted as an environmentally-sensitive business park 
development and includes open space, retention ponds, low profile buildings, rain gardens, porous 
pavement, and a variety of vegetation.  The total development area is 438 acres with 135 acres 
reserved for open space (31% of the total) and is located just west of the Pflug Road Interchange 
approximately 2 miles from the lower Platte River.   Olsson Associates is working on the development 
design with former P-MRNRD general manager Steve Oltmans is leading the charge.  A graphic of the 
proposed development can be found below: 
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 Good-bye to our Intern ï Doug Vrana:  The training academy known as the LPRCA has turned loose 
another great intern – Doug Vrana.  Doug accepted a fulltime position with Servi-Tech, a crop 
consulting company and will be housed out of the Prague area - - Doug’s old stomping grounds.  Doug  
had been with the LPRCA since February of 2007 and was truly a great asset.  When Doug first 
arrived, I don’t think he knew what he was in for, but he had the opportunity to do so many different 
things from airboat tours to golf tourneys to coffee shop meetings.  We all wish Doug the best and know 
that our loss is certainly Servi-Tech’s and area farmers’ gain. 
   

       
 
 

 Other Activities:  Other activities include: Finishing up Camp Ashland River Obstruction Project 
documentation and preparing to close out the project now that the seeding has been completed, and 
working on the grant application to NG&PC for reimbursement through their Boating Safety Grant 
Program; presenting to a UNL leadership class; planning for the airboat tour; setting up the educational 
activities for the WQ Open; meeting with the steering committee for the LPR Summit and touring Camp 
Calvin Crest along with planning the event; Meeting with the COE on the WS/CC project; Meeting with 
the USGS on the WQ Monitoring Network; assisting with the Earth Wellness Festival for 5th grade 
students; attending a training session by USGS on accessing their online data and publications; and 
involvement with the NE Innovation Zone Commission, NE Land Trust, and Project Management 
Institute (PMI). 
 

 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 


