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LEAD. ORGANIZE. INSPIRE. The voice of the Lower Platte.




QUARTERLY MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, January 21st, 2014 9:00 a.m.

Lower Platte North NRD

5111 Commercial Park Road, Wahoo, NE 
1. Call to Order / Introductions
2. Proof of Legal Notice/Publication

Meeting announced in January 13, 2014 Omaha World Herald

3. Adoption of Agenda [ACTION]

Agenda adopted by consensus

4. Approval of LPRCA Minutes from October 29th Meeting  [ACTION]

October 29th Meeting Minutes adopted by consensus

5. USGS Water Quality Monitoring Network Season Review & Outlook—Dave Rus & Matt Moser, USGS

Matt Moser from USGS gave a presentation summarizing the effects of localized runoff in the Lower Platte River during 2013. Moser sighted observations on how the flood waters from Colorado in October 2013 impacted the Platte versus the observed impacts of local rainfall in the Elkhorn river basin during the same time period. Noting a greater impact on observable parameters in water quality from the local rainfall. 

Moser additionally gave a presentation on comparison of Nitrate monitoring in the lower Platter River in 2012 and 2013. 


Dave Rus from USGS gave an update on the current status of the report, stating it is currently in the review stage. Rus provided some insight on the various ways the report can be implemented, including the formation of a website modeled after the Kansas River website. 

6. Lower Platte River Watershed Management Plan—Matt Pillard and George Hunt, HDR

Matt Pillard from HDR presented an update on the EPA 319 WMP for the Lower Platte River.  Pillard stated that the reports were being written, data collection was being done and models were being made. The next steps were to develop the text and graphics and send it on to the LPRCA and DEQ for review. 

George Hunt then the BMP portion of the WMP. Hunt stated that due to the large area covered in this WMP it is not typical of most WMPs. He listed the next steps of establishing BMPs as :

1) Watershed prioritization to focus on future WQ monitoring efforts
2) Develop WQ monitoring plan
3) BMP effectiveness evaluation
4) Land management education
5) Developed a Cross Watershed Coordination Plan

7. Platte Ice Timelapse—Mitch Paine, DNR

Mitch Paine the Flood Mitigation Planning Coordinator from DNR presented the Platte Ice Time-lapse project. Paine reviewed the current locations of cameras on the Platte and summarized the goal of the project to provide visualization of the river processes through time lapse photography. The camera will foll
8. Obstruction Removal at Two Rivers State Rec Area—Meghan Sittler 

Meghan Sittler gave a status report on the removal of the obstructions at Two Rivers State Recreational Area. She reviewed the details that the obstructions present a hazard to both motorized and non-motorized watercraft. The suggested revised removal depth is 4-5 feet. There is the current possibility of including a boat ramp construction at the site of removal. The LPRCA is currently working with NGPC on seeking funding through the Recreation Trails Program to assist in funding the project and boat ramp/access area. 
9. Update on Chute Restoration at Camp Ashland—Larry Vrtiska, NEARNG

Larry Vrtiska from the NEARNG presented the current status of the chute restoration at Camp Ashland. Vrtiska stated that Nation Guard funding had been secured and that they were looking to take bids on the construction starting in July. Vrtiska additionally stated that the NEARNG would like to partner with the LPRCA for this project. 

10. Corps of Engineers Studies—Meghan Sittler
a. Cumulative Impact Study:  
USGS is finalizing the report on the sediment budget analysis. The report will be submitted to the Corps for their review and inclusion in the summary report for the Cumulative Impact Study phases 1-3.  Cost-share accounting will need to continue to be developed for the entire LPR&T Study before the project can be closed out in September.

b. 
Section 22 Recreation Planning Study
The public opinion survey for the Recreation Study is live and has received a good response rate in the first 2 weeks.  The Corps is finalizing their first draft of the inventory of recreation sites and publicly owned land in the Corridor. The maps and description will be provided to the LPRCA for review and “ground-truthing”. The project is on schedule to be completed in September.
11. Sandbar Dynamics Study Update—Meghan Sittler

Meghan Sittler gave an update on the Sandbar Dynamics Study. Jason Alexander, the lead from USGS has left USGS on a full time basis to pursue his PhD in Wyoming. Jason is planning to continue leading the study and will utilize data from it for his dissertation. The project’s second year of funding from the Nebraska Environmental Trust is currently being considered by the NET. We hope and expect to receive the additional funding which will allow for initial field work to occur in March/April 2014. 
12. LPRCA Website—Meghan Sittler 

Meghan Sittler announced the launch of the new LPRCA website and gave a quick tour of the website. 

13. LPRCA Events—Meghan Sittler
a. Director Retreat


Meghan Sittler proposed a Director’s Retreat to occur in the mid February to the end of March Timeframe. The workshop or retreat will serve as a time to discuss the LPRCA goals, mission, current and past projects as well as proposed future efforts.
b. Summit


Meghan Sittler announced the annual LPRCA Summit, proposed to occur in the middle to end of October time frame. Input from board members was highly desirable. 

14. NRD Integrated Management Plans Update
Papio:



-started a year ago



-adopted goals and objectives



-developed action plans



-tentative closing June 2014

LPS:



-Board meeting on April 19th, plans to adopt IMP during this meeting

LPN: 



-Advertised request for proposals

15. Platte River Ice Update 

Marlin Petermann provided an update on Platte River Ice Conditions. Currently 12” of ice on the river at the time of the meeting. Some complete ice coverage in both the Platte and Elkhorn. Cause for concern arises at the 15-18” mark. 
16. WRDA Authorized Project Updates
a. Deadman’s Run
b. Sand Creek
c. Fremont & Schuyler 205
d. Western Sarpy Clear Creek
e. Lower Platte River Watershed Authority
17. Next Meeting Date [ACTION]


Thursday Arpil 24th at the LPSNRD @ 9 Am
18. Public Comment
19. Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 11:58 a.m.
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